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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

J  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1963 
on  the  health  of  the  Melksham  Urban  District. 

This  report  has  been  written  by  me  from  notes  left  by  Dr. 
Speller,  who  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1 963- 

Apart  from  a  measles  outbreak  the  district  has  been  virtu 
ally  free  of  infectious  disease. 

J 

An  interesting  experiment  started  in  1963  with  the  opening 
by  the  County  Council  of  an  Anti-Smoking  Clinic  in  Melksham, 
which  appears  to  have  had  reasonable  success. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  immunisation  statistics  and  the  Registrar  General  for 
the  Births  and  Deaths  statistics  used  in  this  report. 

Dr.  Speller  wishes  to  thank  the  Council  and  his  colleagues 
for  the  help  they  gave  him  in  1963. 


G.  WOLFENDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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public;  health  officers  of  the  authority 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (1963): 

P.  J.  Speller,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

who  was  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Bradford 
and  Melkshain  Rural  District  and  Assistant  Count\ 
Medical  Officer. 

Office:  1.  King  Street,  Melkshain.  Tel:  Melkshain  2307. 


Public  Health  Inspector: 

W.  F.  ACRES,  M  AP. H  I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Office  :  1,  King  Street,  Melkshain.  Tel  :  Melkshain  2307. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,042 

Estimated  Population  (Mid-Year)  .  .  ...  ...  8,860 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 
STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  inform¬ 
ation  received  from  the  Registrar  General 


Births 


Live  Births 


Births 

1 

Male 

_  1 

Female 

| 

Total 

1 

Legitimate 

92  1 

86  1 

178 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  | 

1 

8  I 

i 

2  ! 

r 

10 

1 

Total  number  of  live  births 

100  1 

88  1 

188 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  (i.e.  per  1,000  population) 

...  21.2- 

Comparative  figure  for  England 

and  Wales 

... 

..  18.2. 

Still  Births 

Births 

1 

Male 

I 

Female 

| 

Total 

'  1 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  | 

1 

1  i 

I 

1  1 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  | 

i 

I 

| 

— 

! 

Total  number  of  still  births 

i  i 

1 

1  | 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  District 

per  1,000 

total  Live 

and 

Still  Births 

...  ... 

...  10.5. 

Comparative  figure  for  England 

and  Wales 

...  17.3. 

The  birth  rate  has  shown  a  definite  rise  from 

17  per  1000  in  1962 

and  the  death  rate  has  dropped  from  9-5  per  1,000  (corrected 

figure)  in  1962. 
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Deaths 


Male  Female  Tata  1 

Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area  ...  36  38  74 


Local  Death  Rate  (i.e.  per  1,000  population)  ...  ...  8.4. 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  12.2 


Infant  Mortality 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

J 


Births 

1 

Male 

1 

Female 

1 

Total 

Legitimate 

i 

...  1 

I 

o 

J 

1 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

...  1 

1 

1 

i 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

1 

1 

o  1 

2  1 

5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

4  weeks  of 

age  (included  above) 

Births 

| _ 

Male 

| 

Female 

| 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  1 

3  1 

1  | 

4 

Illegitimate 

...  1 

.  1 

1 

| 

1 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

1 

3  1 

1 

1  | 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week 

of  Age  (included 

above) 

Births 

1 

Male 

1 

Female 

1 

Total 

Legitimate 

i 

...  1 

3  1 

1 

1  | 

4 

Illegitimate 

...  1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

i 

3  1 

1 

1  | 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  Mortalitv  Rate 

1,000  Live 

Births  - 

Total 

26.6 

Comparative  figure  for 

England  and  Wales 

20.9 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  (1st 

four  weeks)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21-2 

The  low  figures  involved  in  calculating  the  Infant  and  Neo- 
Natal  Mortality  Rates  and  Still  Birth  Rate  make  the  comparison 
with  the  National  rate  of  little  significance. 
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Causes  of  Deaths 


The  causes  of  deaths  classified  according  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  system,  are  given  in  the  following  table 


Male 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

(other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 
Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach) 


(lung  bronchus)  1 

(breast 

(uterus) 

Other  malignant  and  Lymphatic  neoplasms  1 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  1 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7 

j 

Coronary  disease,  Angina  ...  14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ...  1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Female  Total 
1  1 


1 

3 

4 

9 

5 

7 

2 


4 

1 

1 


2 

3 

5 

1 

16 

19 

9 


3 

2 


1 


1 

7 

2 

2 


Most  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  over  65  (aged  65-75 
and  30  over  75  years  of  age).  There  were  no  deaths  the  ages 
of  1  and  35. 
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Vgc  and  Sex  Incidence  of  Death  from  Heart  and  Arterial  Dise; 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath, 
undertakes  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  pathological  exam 
inations  in  the  district.  These  mainly  consist  of  samples  of 
drinking  water,  food  and  milk. 

The  laboratory  is  always  very  co-operative  and  helpful. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible 
for  hospital  facilities  in  this  district. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  area  are  a  general  hospital  at 
Melksham,  and  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Semington. 

County  Health  Facilities 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee:- 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 
Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 
Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  Act  for  the  prevention  oi  illness;  care  and  after-care: 
and  health  education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Prevalence 

There  was  a  measles  outbreak  from  April  to  July,  starting 
as  usual  among  the  5-6  year  olds  and  spreading  at  a  later  date 
to  the  pre-school  children. 

There  were  only  3  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year,  2  of  these  being  pulmonary  cases.  This  has  been  the  aver¬ 
age  over  the  last  few  years.  Two  cases  were  over  40  years  of  age 
and  one  a  child  of  9. 
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Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1 

|  1958 

1 

1 

|  1959 

1 

1960 

1961 

1 

1 

1 

1962 

1963 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

19 

1 

10 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

1 

|  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

|  — 

|  — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

1  5 

1  287 

2 

231 

1 

o 

J 

127 

Diptheria 

1  - 

1  - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

I  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

1  - 

1  3 

14 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Salmonellosis 

|  - 

1  - 

1 

— 

1 

9 

— 

Erysipelas 

1  — 

1  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1  — 

1  - 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1  1 

1  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

1  — 

1  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1  2 

1 

1  1 

1 

o 

J 

1 

| 

1 

4 

3 

Analysis  under  age  groups 

The  distribution  of  cases  according  to  age  and  sex  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

M.  F. 

Whooping 

Cough 

M.  F. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 
M.  F. 

Measles 

M.  F. 

Dysentery 
M.  F. 

Under  1  year 

-  - 

-  - 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 2  years 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

16 

5 

■ — 

— 

3 — 4  years 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

14 

30 

— 

— 

5 — 9  years 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

26 

32 

— 

— 

10 — 14  years 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

2 

1 

— 

— 

15 — 24  years 

—  — 

—  — 

- - 

— 

— 

25  and  over 

—  — 

-  - 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  known 

— 

— 

Total 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

59 

63 

— 

— 
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Age  Groups 

Pheu 

moniu 

M.  F. 

Salmonel¬ 

losis 

M.  F. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

M.  F. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

M.  F. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

M.  F. 

Meningo¬ 
coccal  Inf. 
M.  F. 

Under  5  years 

—  — 

. — .  — 

— .  — 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

5 — 14  years 

—  — 

—  — . 

—  — 

—  . — 

1  — 

—  — 

15 — 44  years 

1  — 

—  . — . 

—  — 

—  — 

1 

- —  — 

45 — 64  years 

65  and  over 

Not  known 

—  — 

—  — - 

—  — 

—  - — 

1 

—  — 

Total 

1  — 

—  — 

—  — 

- —  — 

1  2 

—  — 

Immunisation 

Triple  vaccine  (against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and 
tetanus)  is  given  to  infants  in  clinics  by  County  Medical  Officers 
and  General  Practitioners. 

Reinforcing  doses  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus  are  given 
at  older  ages  in  schools  and  clinics.  Poliomyelitis  vaccine  is 
now  given  in  the  oral  form,  usuallv  in  infancy. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  given  by  General  Practit¬ 
ioners  only,  usually  at  15-18  months  of  age. 

The  figures  for  immunisation  for  1963  are 


Year  of  Birth 

1 

1  1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1954-58 

1 

|  1949-53 

Primary  imrns. 
completed 
during  1963 

Diph. 

1  86 

| 

76 

3 

o 

O 

— 

9 

1  1 

Wh/c. 

1  77 

| 

74 

3 

2 

- — 

— 

!  — 

Tet. 

1  86 
i 

76 

3 

o 

J 

— 

9 

1 

1  l 

i 

Reinf.  injects, 
administered 
during  1963 

Diph.  | 

j 

27 

44 

13 

2 

42 

!  2 
i 

Wh/c.  |  — 

i 

11 

36 

11 

2 

7 

i 

i  2 

1 

Tet. 

t 

| 

«?4 

42 

13 

2 

24 

i 

1  2 

1 

Age  Group 

Mon  the 

Years 

1 

0-3  1  3-6 

1 

1 

6-9  19-12 

1 

1 

1  I  2-4 

1 

1 

5-14  |  15 

1 

Vaccinations 

1 

—  1  1 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

4  I  1 

1 

1 

1  |  4 

1 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

1 

1 

1  — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4  |  14 

12 


4th  oral 
after  3 
|  in j s.  or 

3  oral 

CM 

CO 

- 

CO 

CM 

' 

- 

1 

133 

1 

o 

4th  oral 
after  2 
injs.  +  1 
oral  dose 

' 

1 

— 

' 

' 

un 

iham  Urban  Dist 

-C 

Tf- 

[ 

1 

' 

- 

' 

I 

3rd  inj. 

1 

CO 

CM 

CO 

£ 

I 

|  3rd  oral 
|  after  2 

1  injs- 
1 

1 

1 

co 

! 

CM 

1 

CO 

3  oral 
doses 

24 

103 

24 

42 

- 

221 

|  2nd. 

Age  Group 

Children 
born  1963 

Children 
born  in  1962 

Children 
born  in  1961 

Children  and  young  per¬ 
sons  born  1943 — 1960 

Young  persons  born 

1933 — 1942 

Others 

Totals  I 
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REPORT 


of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Salisbury  and  Gentlemen. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventh  Annual  Report 
for  this  area. 

It  would  be  wrong  in  such  a  report  as  this  not  to  mention 
the  appalling  bitter  weather  in  early  1963,  particularly  as  this 
caused  my  time  to  be  spent  almost  exclusively  on  Council  House 
Maintenance  work  for  two  months.  However,  the  work  of  pro¬ 
viding  piped  water  supplies  and  unfreezing  W.C.  soil  pipes  had 
a  basic  and  vital  public  health  angle. 

In  the  strict  public  health  sense,  work  was  concentrated 
mainly  in  dealing  with  the  thorny  problem  of  Houses  in  Mult¬ 
iple  Occupation,  and  this  proved  a  complicated  task  as  can  be 
seen  in  the  appropriate  section. 

To  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to  Dr.  Speller  (who  has 
now  left  Melksham),  and  to  my  colleagues  for  their  ready  sup¬ 
port,  I  express  my  grateful  thanks. 

W.  F.  ACRES. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1936  AND  1961 


(i)  Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ..  11 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  1 

Number  complied  with  -  Informal  ...  ...  10 

Statutory  ...  ...  1 


As  can  be  seen  by  Informal  action  necessary,  verv  few  com 
plaints  are  received  from  tenants. 

(ii)  Verminous  Premises  and  Other  Infestations 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  or  discovered. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  continued  absence  of  domestic  insect 
infestations  doubtless  due  to  the  very  much  higher  standard  of 
living  and  hvgiene  of  the  population  in  general. 
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I  he  occasional  wasps  nest  was  dealt  with  on  a  goodwill  basis. 
Now  and  then  members  of  the  public  bring  in  a  peculiar  look¬ 
ing  insect  and  ask  for  advice  on  dealing  with  them.  Usually,  a 
specimen  is  sent  off  to  the  firm  supplying  our  insecticides  for 
identification  and  advice  on  control  methods.  I  his  valuable 
service  is  very  speedv  and  is  much  appreciated. 

(iii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

I  here  are  very  few  houses  in  the  Urban  Area  not  connected 
to  the  public  sewers  In  most  of  these  cases,  drainage  is  not 
practicable. 

Complaints  of  blocked  drains  and  sewers  are  expeditiously 
dealt  with  bv  the  Surveyor’s  Dept. 

(iv)  Water  Supplies 

The  town  receives  its  supplies  mainly  from  the  West  Wilts 
Water  Board,  but  part  of  the  northern  area  is  supplied  from 
the  North  Wilts  Board.  Quality  is  excellent,  and  quantity 
is  generally  satisfactory,  although  some  localities  suffer  from 
loss  of  pressure  on  certain  days,  but  this  is  not  unduly  serious. 

The  waters  are  not  pi  urn  bo-sol  vent,  but  they  are  hard.  Cop¬ 
ies  of  frequent  sampling  reports  taken  bv  the  Board  are  seni 
to  the  Department.  The  occasional  check  sample  is  also  taken 
bv  myself.  All  were  satisfactory. 

With  only  the  odd  exception,  all  houses  in  the  area  have 
piped  water  supplies  inside.  There  are  very  few  standpipes 
existing. 

One  large  factory  re-opened  a  shallow  well  for  its  own 
domestic  purposes. 

A  small  chlorination  plant  is  used  with  a  pressure  tank  system. 
The  firm  asked  the  Council  for  approval  under  Section  57  (1) 
of  the  Factories  Act  1961  and  whilst  the  Council  were  not  happv 
about  this  arrangement,  approval  had  to  be  given  as  regular 
sampling  reports  were  satisfactory.  The  reason  why  the  firm 
took  this  step  was  because  of  the  large  water  rate  levied,  and 
it  does  seem  unfortunate  that  such  circumstances  should  arise. 
Routine  water  samples  were  all  satisfactorv,  but  everything 
depends  on  continuous  proper  operation  of  the  chlorinating 
plant  installed. 

Infectious  Disease  Enquires 

Fortunately,  very  little  work  required  under  this  heading. 
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(v) 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


A  few  complaints  were  received  of  smoke  nuisances  from 
industrial  chimneys  and  these  were  dealt  with  informally. 

One  rather  more  persistent  trouble  of  grit  and  dust  emission 
from  a  local  factory  cannot  yet  be  considered  as  resolved,  alth 
ough  every  effort  has  been  made  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

One  prior  approval  notice  under  Section  3  of  the  Act  was 
considered  and  issued,  and  one  major  installation  was  converted 
from  coal  to  oil  fired  boilers. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

I  he  Council  employs  a  part-ime  operator  and  complaints 
are  promptly  investigated.  Treatment  is  free  for  domestic  prem¬ 
ises,  but  business  premises  are  charged  at  cost. 

During  the  year  104  treatments  were  made,  64  on  domestic 
premises,  23  on  business  premises  and  17  ‘block’  control  areas. 

Time  did  not  permit  a  routine  sewer  bait  treatment  to  be 
effected. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF 
DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1960 

Further  progess  was  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  one 
residential  caravan  site  of  45  caravans.  Not  all  the  works  were 
completed,  but  a  very  high  standard  is  being  achieved  The 
temporary  licence  for  5  years  only  was  varied  to  a  permanent 
licence  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  AND  HOUSING  ACTS  1957  AND  1961 

(i)  Action  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act  1957:- 

N umber  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  79 

Number  of  Houses  suitable  for  action  under 

Section  9  (repairs)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Closing  orders  served  undei  Section  17 

(parts  of  houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Numbers  of  Closing  Orders  served  under  Section  17 

(whole  houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  under  Section  17  1 

Number  of  houses  demolished 

Limitation  of  Numbers  Order  (Section  19  Housing  Act 
1961) 
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Ihe  main  activity  in  this  connection  was  concentrated  on 
tackling  the  problem  of  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation.  I  bis 
work  is  difficult  and  often  unpleasant,  and  in  the  event  was 
rather  unsatisfying.  I  he  worst  centres  tackled  restdted  in 
abolition  of  the  problem  in  the  houses  dealt  with,  but  ended 
largely  m  coloured  tenants  being  evicted  and  they  promptly  set 
up  overcrowded  centres  elsewhere  including  in  the  town. 

I  he  Public  Health  Committee  considered  my  reports  on 
this  complex  problem  at  a  special  meeting  in  March  and  agreed 
a  standard  to  be  adhered  to  for  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

Following  on  this,  the  necessary  notices  were  authorised 
and  served.  I  he  owners  appealed  to  County  Court  against 
Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  involved  as  follows:- 

49,  Hath  Road,  Demolition  Order  issued  on  26th  June,  1963. 

County  Court  appeal  heard  on  25th  October  and  Order 
varied  to  a  Closing  Order. 

6.  The  City,  Demolition  Order  issued  on  26th  June,  1963. 
County  Court  appeal  heard  on  13th  December  and  Order 
varied  to  Demolition  within  7  vears.  I  he  Council  appeal¬ 
ed  against  the  County  Court  Judment  and  to  complete 
this  storv,  were  successful  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  May 
1964,  the  original  Demolition  Order  being  confirmed 
and  costs  awarded  for  all  hearings  against  the  owner. 

Other  legal  proceedings  following  Housing  Act  action  at:- 
21.  Old  Broughton  Road.  Closing  Order  made  on  26th 
June,  1963.  Appeal  to  County  Court  by  the  ownei  was 
heard  in  April,  1964,  and  the  Order  was  quashed  with 
costs  against  the  Council. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Regular  sampling  of  milks  sold  in  the  Urban  area  continued 
under  delegated  powers  from  the  Countv  Council.  Target  sam¬ 
ples  were  achieved  and  results  are  as  follows:- 

i 

Raw  T.T.  Meat  Treated  Totals 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  4  32  36 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  3  32  35 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  1  —  1 

Four  Samples  of  raw  milk  taken  for  biological  testing  were  all 
reported  as  negative  for  tuberculosis  and  brucellosis. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

No  slaughterhouse  is  licensed  in  the  area  and  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  is  normally  on  request  from  trader* 
and  the  occasional  complaint  from  members  of  the  public. 
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Food  premises  inspected  as  and  when  possible  were  gener¬ 
ally  satisfactory.  Of  the  complaints  from  the  public  results  were 
as  follows 

(i)  Insects  in  a  bread  roll  from  a  works  Canteen  —  iden¬ 

tified  as  female  earwigs.  Informal  action  in  co-operation 
with  Public  Health  Department  of  town  where  bake¬ 
house  situated  proved  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Breakfast  cereal  —  presence  of  black  material.  Taken 
up  with  manufacturers  concerned  and  substance  re¬ 
ported  as  a  “black  rubbery  material’’. 

(iii)  Foreign  body  in  milk  bottle  —  identified  as  piece  ol 

sterile  rubber  from  a  capping  machine.  Dealt,  with 
informally. 

In  February  I  reported  my  concern  as  to  the  lack  of  proper 
facilities  for  stall  holders  in  the  Market  Square,  and  pointed 
out  the  absence  of  adequate  legal  requirements.,  No  Public 
Health  action  was  taken,  but  later  in  the  year  the  Council 
withdrew  the  facilities  and  no  open  stalls  are  now  permitted. 


SWIMMING  BATHS,  ETC. 

(i)  Blue  Pool 

This  public  pool  was  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
Daily  local  checks  are  taken  of  free  chlorine  content  and  I  in¬ 
spect  these  records  from  time  to  time.  Bacteriological  samples 
taken  by  this  Department  in  the  main  proved  satisfactory. 

Source  of  water  is  from  the  mains  and  constant  re -circula¬ 
tion  on  a  6/8  hour  basis  is  maintained.  Treatment  consists  of 
filtration  by  twin  Diafilters,  chlorination  and  aeration  over  a 
cascade. 

One  sample  taken  in  j  uly  proved  to  be  most  unsatisfactory, 
and  this  was  traced  to  faulty  operation.  This  having  been  rect¬ 
ified,  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Paddling  Pool,  King  Georges  Field 

Supervision  of  this  pool  revealed  a  satisfactory  degree  of 
chlorination.  Hand  chlorination  is  employed. 

(iii)  Shorn  hold  School 

I  raining  pool  with  ‘‘empty-and-fill”  and  hand  chlorina¬ 
tion  system  in  operation.  Samples  taken  were  satisfactorv. 

(iv)  Low  bourn  e  School 

Training  pool  with  simple  but  effective  plant  of  bag  filt- 
cls  and  automatic  chlorination.  Samples  taken  wrere  satisfact¬ 
orv. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT  1928 


Progess  reported  in  earlier  years  still  maintained  and  the 
Council’s  thanks  are  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Council’s  Inspect¬ 
ing  Officers  —  the  Wiltshire  County  Fire  Brigade,  Fire  Preven¬ 
tion  Department. 

At  the  Annual  renewal  of  licences  in  March,  one  licence 
application  was  refused  and  the  installation  was  then  closed. 
I  wo  other  installations  were  discontinued  during  the  year. 

Notices  requiring  the  filling  in  of  disused  petrol  tanks 
under  Section  73  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1961  were  authorised 
in  2  cases. 

There  are  now  19  current  licences  involving  a  gallonage 
of  54,450. 


GAME  ACT  1831 

One  licence  only  was  issued  to  buv  and  sell  game. 

DISEASE  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

l  ime  did  not  permit  any  action  in  this  connection. 

RENT  ACT  1957 

No  tenants  made  application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 
in  fact,  no  enquiries  of  anv  sort  were  received. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

Informal  action  was  taken  twice  during  the  summer  in 
cases  where  ice-cream  vehicle  vendors  were  using  chimes  after 
7  p.m.  No  repetition  occured. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Action  taken  is  shewn  in  the  table  on  page 

OTHER  MATTERS 

During  the  year,  I  gave  three  evening  talks  on  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  to  various  organisations.  Such 
talks  arc  useful  in  publicising  what  is  done  and  enable  the  vital 
message  of  food  hygiene  to  be  put  across  personally. 

I  he  position  was  reversed  when  I  attended  a  one  week’s 
residential  course  at  Urchfont  Manor  on  ‘Radiation  and  Public 
Health',  a  subject  which  is  coming  to  the  fore  with  the  increased 
use  of  radio-isotopes  in  industry. 
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